research includes studies of the charging process, booking,
and plea'bargaining.

Juvenile Delinquency

Federal agencies are taking a variety of approaches in
their search for the key to preventing juvenile delin-
quency, in addition to the research on physiological and
psychological causes.

Community programs. Encouraging inner-city youths to
print community newspapers, produce plays} run a teen
employment service, start business enterprises, and tutor
their peers in language skills are some of the ways that
the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) is using to
try to turn them away from delinquency and toward
constructive projects that fill a need in their communi-
ties. HUD has taken a similarly pragmatic approach in
an experiment to sec whether public housing vandalism
can be reduced by teaching the youths who live there
maintenance and management skills, with the aim of
placing them in jobs in housing projects,

A research project, funded at $149,512j is underway
to improve the security of dwellings against crime, This
project is being conducted for HUD and LEAA by two
contractors through the Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration of the Department of Justice, Its goals are
the identification of crime in residential areas by crime
category and the contributing factors relating to such
crimes, and the development of security systems against
crimes committed in or near dwellings.

Delinquency studies. On another front, the National
Institute has been studying delinquency prevention by
working with 27 public schools in Louisville, Ky., to de-
termine the effectiveness of new educational approaches
and behavioral techniques in reversing and preventing
destructive behavior.

The causes of juvenile delinquency in boys are being
studied at Rutgers University through a grant from the
National Science Foundation. This comparative research
project attempts to determine the effects of poor educa-
tional and occupational prospects on delinquents, and
field studies will be carried out in Stockholm, Sweden,
and Tokyo, Japan,

New reform programs. 6nce a juvenile has been con-
victed of breaking 'the lav^ 'lie rn&y Center the world of
reform schools and detention, ftqusegj 'getting a permanent
stigmatizing label that diminishes his chances for reform.
In FY 1971, NIMH spent about $1 million on research

projects exploring alternatives to the traditional houses
of correction for juveniles.

New programs to make community halfway houses
more effective, to test the use of convicts and other non-
professionals in supervising young offenders on parole
and probation, and to find ways of developing more sense
of community responsibility for youth behavior were some
of the alternatives being investigated.

NIMH also supported projects examining differential
treatment of adolescents in institutions and intervention
in homes for pre-delinquent boys, as well as a study com-
paring homes for female juvenile delinquents.

A major program funded by LEAA's National Insti-
tute was started this year to evaluate the effectiveness of
different kinds of correctional programs for young of-
fenders, while a $164,000 project was begun to establish
new standards for the handling of youngsters by the courts.
The National Institute also gave a $93,000 grant to Boston
University to re-evaluate the duties of a juvenile court
prosecutor.

Systems analysis, The Systems Analysis Division of LEAA
is using computers in predictive problem-solving. In FY
1971, the Division funded a project that first will simulate
changes in the work loads, policies, and operations of
the juvenile criminal justice system, and then predict costs
and results of the proposed changes.

Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs

The increase of excessive and illegal drug use has led
the Federal Government, through its research agencies
as well as by other means, to mount an intensive campaign
against it. Two kinds of research were done in this area
in FY 1971; one was aimed at stopping illicit drug traf-
fic, and one dealt with the individual and his use of drugs,

Drug traffic, LEAA's National Institute has funded
several research programs aimed at detecting concealed
heroin, including using dogs to sniff but heroin concealed
in buildings.

Destroying narcotic plants like poppies and marijuana
without harming surrounding vegetation is the aim of
several programs at the Agricultural Research Service,
part of the Department of Agriculture. Currently, ARS
is researching the possibility of using an existing USDA-
.approved weedkiller for such a purpose, while another
ARS program is working on finding, nurturing, and trans-
porting insects that would destroy narcotic plants.

Developing new techniques that would enable an in-
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